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FILE 5: REQUESTING VIDEO EQUIPMENT IN THE IMMIGRATION 
COURTROOM IN YOUR MOTION: SAMPLE MOTIONS IN AN ASYLUM CASE 

An attorney in New York successfully 
requested that video equipment be brought 
into the courtroom in a 2011 asylum case. 
After filing a motion to present video evidence 
(see A below) and supplement to present 
video evidence (see B below), she was able 
to screen a documentary that was relevant to 
her client’s asylum case on a court-provided 
television and DVD player: 

A. Motion to present video evidence  
in a New York asylum case, which also  
states that relevant segments of the  
video have been transcribed and are 
attached to the motion: 
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MOTION TO PRESENT VIDEO EVIDENCE 
Includes transcription of 
relevant segments of the 
video with the motion 
(Exh. A)

Go back to Video 
Screened in Asylum  
Case at a Glance

Go back to  
VI. Preparing a motion

Go Back to VII. 
Referencing Video
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LEGAL ARGUMENT 
 

The Respondent has filed an application for asylum and withholding of removal 

based on past persecution on account of her membership in the social group of 

transgender women in Argentina. The Department of Homeland Security has expressed 

doubt that persecution, abuse, social exclusion, and arbitrary arrests of transgender 

women still occurs in Argentina despite the advancement of rights of homosexuals and 

certain legal protections provided to homosexuals in Argentina.  

The Respondent and her counsel would like to present evidence in the form of a 

DVD of a video entitled “Translatina.” This video is a documentary released in 2010 

which illustrates the persecution of transgender persons in Argentina and throughout 

Latin America. The Respondent would like to show selected portions of the video 

(transcripts of which are attached to this Motion), in which transgender activist and 

transgender women from Argentina discuss their experiences. Additionally, the 

Respondent would like to present a portion of the video in which police officers and the 

head of police in Peru are interviewed and discuss, in graphic detail, their abuse and 

torture of transgender women. Although the Respondent is applying for asylum from 

Argentina, she feels that this testimony of the police in the largest city in Latin America, 

and from a neighboring country, illustrates the attitude of police officers and officials 

throughout Latin America. The police discuss treatment of transgender women which 

closely mirrors mistreatment and abuse which the Respondent has testified that she has 

also suffered at the hands of the police in Argentina.  

 

Indicates portions of the 
documentary video that 
have been transcribed & 
are attached to the motion

The Respondent request a standard DVD player be provided for her xxx hearing 

or that her counsel be allowed to show the video from a laptop.  

 

The Respondent through her representative, 
 
     _________________________________ 
     Jodi Ziesemer 
     BIA Accredited Representative 
     Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New York 
     Department of Immigrant & Refugee Services 
     1011 First Avenue, 12th Floor 
     New York, NY 10022 
     (212) 419-3708 

    jodi.ziesemer@archny.org 

 

Request to have equipment 
supplied by the court on 
which to play video or 
alternatively to play video 
on attorney’s laptop 
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Supplement provides 
transcription of video 
evidence in original 
Spanish (Exh. B) &  
a full description of  
the video (Exh.C)

B. Supplement to motion to present video evidence in a New York asylum case:
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